Porter’s Log, December 1869 - February 1870

Saturday -- December 11th [1869]
_____


Bidellus {beadle or porter} -- Br Gerard Hopkins.
 Other offices changed. See next Saturday.

_____


Reading: Tobias ii -- St. Bonaventure’s Life of our Lord continued

_____


Sunday. Dec. 12


Non-exercitants catechised at Homer Row excepting Br. Macmullin. -- Benediction. -- The Rector came to recreation: the Pope had sent his blessing to the novices at Dr. Grant’s request.

____


Reading: Matt. v, vi -- Summary 1-12 -- John ii, Matt. vi, vii, Mark ii, iii 1-19
_____


Monday, Dec. 13


Day of repose for the exercitants and recreation for all. Walk at Holy Communion for exercitants, also allowed to the rest to be offered up for the retreat. Walk at 9.25 or 9.30, the last half-hour (from 12.30) if spent indoors to be public recreation; again at 3.15: no Latin. Public recreation at 5. Spiritual reading (Rodriguez for non-exercitants) 5.30. Points for meditation (all present) 6. Med. 6.15, visit (made by all in chapel), visit 6. A Kempis 6 (?). Points for meditation (all present) 6.15, meditation (made in chapel by all) 6.30. Benediction 7. Beads were said out w walking in the afternoon. The Rector came to night recreation.

_____


Reading: John vi 1-15 -- The Bd. Sacrament by Fr. Faber, III § 7

____


Tuesday, Dec. 14


Brs. F. Hopkins and Southern went into retreat, two non-exercitants appointed servers at first table for the rest of the week in their place. Br. Wilcock no longer in retreat and catechised at Isleworth. Non-ex. swept house in afternoon. After Consideration order of evening for non-exercitants: beads and free time till 5.15 spirtual reading, points for med. (non-ex. present) 5.45, med. 6, visit, 6.30, A Kempis 6.45, free 6.55
_____


Reading: John ix -- Fr. Faber continued -- Sister Emmerich’s Dolorus Passion of our Lord
_____


Dec.

Wednesday, Dec. 15 -- fast


Recreation for non-exercitants. Walk by 10, first half hour Latin. Free time 12.30. Walk 3. Consideration 4.15. Public rec. 5.15. Points for med. 5.45. Med. 6. Visit 6.30. A Kempis 6.45. Beads and free time 6.55

_____


Reading: Summary (13 - 24) -- Passion of our Lord § (Sister Emmerich), med. ii-vi about.

_____


Thursday, Dec. 16


Beads 3, indoor works for all but a few 3.15, Consideration 4.15, spir. reading 5.5, A Kempis 5.35, points for med. 5.45, med. 6, visit to B[lessed] S[acrament]. 6.30, free 6.45. -- Admonitions

_____


Reading: Summary 24-36 -- Sister Emmerich continued

_____


Friday, Dec. 17 -- fast


Catechisms as on Tuesday. Lesson by heart after Consideration, otherwise order of evening as yesterday

_____


Reading: Summary 36-44 -- Sister Emmerich (The Passion ch. i and forward) 

_____


Saturday, Dec. 18 -- fast (ember)


Rodriguez 9.10, reflection 9.40, man[ual] works out of doors 10.30, studies 11.30, lesson by heart 12.30. The same was also the order last Saturday. Afternoon as Thursday. Offices not changed.

_____


Reading: Summary 45 to end -- Sister Emmerich continued

_____


Sunday, Dec. 19


Br. Considine went into retreat. The four non-exercitants catechised at Homer Row and two of the Juniors, Br. Bacon and Br. Henry Kerr.

_____


Reading: Common Rules 1-10 -- Sister Emmerich, chapter xxxviii and then xliv
_____


Monday, Dec. 20


Communion, to be offered up for those in retreat. Repose and recreation day. Ad lib. recreation 12, public 12.30. Afternoon as last Monday, with Benediction

_____


Reading: Common Rules 11-22 -- Sister Emmerich, chapter l forward to p. 304

_____

Tuesday, Dec. 21

St. Thomas’s day -- Holy Communion and Benediction. Afternoon as Friday last but after med. free time fr. 6.30 to Benediction. -- Br. F. Hopkins and Br. Southern being no longer in retreat the catechists were -- for Isleworth Br. G. Hopkins, Br. Southern, Br. Wilcock, for Fulham Br. Sidgreaves, Br. F. Hopkins, Br. Macmullin

_____


Reading: Fr. Faber’s Common Rules 23-32 -- Fr. Faber’s Creator and Creature, in bk. iii, chapter iv (Our own God) at page 412

_____


Wednesday, Dec. 22 -- fast


As last Wednesday except that beads were to be said out walking in the afternoon and attendance at Consideration was free

_____


Reading: Common Rules 33-43: -- Fr. Faber continued

_____


Thursday, Dec. 23 


Washing basons
 for those not in retreat 12.30. Admonitions

_____


Reading: St. Austin’s Confessions ix § xv 17 -- St. John xiv 1-20
_____


Friday, Christmas Eve


Washing basons for exercitants 8.40. Catechism at Isleworth -- Br. G. Hopkins and Br. Wilcock. None at Fulham. For the other non-exercitants that time was free after Rodriguez till 10.30, then manual works, and again from 11.30 till 12.30 (study time) was free, but this hour and all the time till washing they spent in dressing the chapel.

_____


Reading: Apocalypse xxi, omitting 12-20 -- Charlevoix’ Hist[ory] of Japan: life of Fr. Francis Mastrilli begun

_____


Litanies 3. Manual works 3.15. Beads, and confessions for exercitants 4.15. Spiritual reading 5. 5.30 Points of meditation 5.30 Med. 5.45. Visit for non-exercitants 5 6.15. Confessions for the same 6.30. Supper (no scholastic novices serving at second table) 7. Examen 7.30. Going to bed 7.45. Rising 10.55. Points of meditation (in chapel) 11.15. Meditation 11.30.


Saturday, Christmas Day


End of the Long Retreat


Adeste fideles 12, followed by midnight mass (by special leave from the Holy Father got for the community by Dr. Grant) with communion, and then the Te Deum. Meal in the refectory at 1 Meal in the refectory 1, and to bed. Rising 6.30. Fir Second and third masses of Xmas at 7 and 7.30. Breakfast 8. Beds 8.45. Rodriguez 8.55. Dressing for walk about 9.20. Walk to follow as fast as possible. Leave for hearing high mass was given at the procathedral, Moorfields, Hammersmith, Clapham, Fr. Rawes’ church, Fulham, Surbiton, Mortlake, St. George’s, the Carmelite church and Haverstock Hill. Examen and beads out. Litanies 2.45. Then beds taken to the same places as before the retreat. Dinner, with a sermon by Br. Bacon 4. Wine after dinner. Recreation 5.30. A Kempis 6. Points for med[itation] 6.15. Med[itation] 6.30. Benediction 7. Supper 7.45. Then recreation. At 9x points for meditation shd. have been read from the book but by the porter’s mistake the novices went to chapel and waited till examen time 9.15. Going to bed 9.30.
// [GMH footnote:] x Read after examen in Hall \\

Br. Campbell, who a day or two before had ended a retreat in the house under Fr. Minister, came as a novice on Xmas Eve and spent Xmas Day in recreation with the community.


Sunday, Dec. 26 -- St. Stephen’s day


Communion. Rodriguez 9, man[ual] works 9.30, office 10, and all as usual. Ad lib. 5, public recreation 5.30, beads 6, etc.


Catechisms at Homer Row, Brentford, and Westminster, with a few changes in the catechists.


Dec. 2 Monday, Dec. 27. -- St. John


Holy Communion. -- Close day: Rodriguez 9, works 9.30, exhortation 10 etc (in the regular course, on rule 29 of the Summary), etc. Tone 3.15 (Br. Considine). Confessions ad libitum 5.30. Benediction.

Tuesd During evening recreation Fr. Rector and Fr. Minister came in and lots were drawn for Innocent Porter. Br. Fred. Hopkins was drawn.


Tuesday, Dec. 28 -- Holy Innocents


Holy Communion. -- The time for making beds was not kept to. Rodriguez 8.55 but the reading was broken off. in order to practise the old glee “ [           ] the first now?” with new words by Fr. Rector which was sung in alternate voice by Juniors, and Novices after dinner. Walk, with leave for visiting Catholic churches: examen and beads out, an and lunch out -- all to be out by 9.45. Dinner 4 -- Dr. Morris and several Fathers of ours and seculars present -- long tables. Then recreation. Br. Campbell spent the day with the novices. A Kempis 7.20. Meditation 7.30. Visit 8. Supper without public grace 8.15. Then recreation. Litanies 9 etc.

Wednesday, Dec. 29, St T

Rising 5.55 and all duties half an hour later till breakfast, which immediately followed mass, 8.15. Rodriguez 9, broken off at 9.15 for Repetition in Quarters (wh. shd. always be at 9 and public Repetition at 9.15). Public Rep. 9.30, after which a quarter of an hour’s Rodriguez. Beds 10.25. Works 10.35. Studies 11 etc. Catechism 3.15 -- Fr. Rector came in to speak about the prizes to be given at the Sunday catechisms and afterwards Fr. Minister explained the system on which catechisms wd. be given in Hall for the future: no Cat instruction in the catechism itself was given today.

Dec. 30 Thursday, Dec. 30

Recreation day. Latin spoken for the first half hour in the morning and last quarter in the afternoon: it shd. have been for the first half hour of both (reckoning fr. setting out) as is the rule for the future.

Friday, Dec. 31


Washing basons 9.10, works 9.20, and the order of a close day. Studies interrupted to practise the Te Deum with the Juniors: it was sung at Benediction in thanksgiving for all the graces of the outgoing year. In the afternoon studies 3.15, works 3.45 etc. Confessions heard late.


Br. Campbell put on his gown.


Saturday, New Year’s Day 1870

Holy Communion. Recreation day: no Latin was spoken. Sermon at dinner by Br. Kane a Junior. Benediction.

Sunday, Jan. 2


No catechism at Westminster.


Monday, Jan. 3


Exhortation. After the Tone out of door manual works, the indoor for the last 20 minutes instead of the first, which is the order now to be observed for a the dark weather.


Tuesday, Jan. 4


Repetition of two Exhortations. The catechists whose missions had been in the hands of the Juniors during the Long Retreat went to find out when the holidays ended. The rest swept the rooms and chapel and at 11.30 went to the wood-shed, speaking Latin for the first quarter of an hour instead of the last.


Wednesday, Jan. 5


Dressing for walk at 10 but it being wet Fr. Rector met the novices in Hall at 10.15 to speak about the prizes for catechism to be given at the various missions. Walk a few minutes past 11 -- till washing. For those who stayed at home recreation -- public till 11.45, ad libitum optional till 12.30, public again till washing. In the afternoon a catechism. Confessions. Benediction.


Thursday, Epiphany


Holy Communion. After Rodriguez walk, with leave for High Mass: examen outside. Benediction.


Friday, Jan. 7


Holy Communion in honour of the Sacred Heart. Rodriguez 9. Exhortation 9.15. After repetition on Rodriguez (10.5) finished; then manual works and catechisms. Walk 11.40.


Saturday, Jan. 8


Washing basons, rReflection and confessions as usual. Instead of reading lesson, which is discontinued, a catechism on the new system.


Sunday, Jan. 9


Domestic Exhortation 10, then office; studies 11.30; free 12. Catechisms at Homer Row, Westminster, and Brentford. That at Sunbury shd. have begun today but the catechists cd. not start through the porter’s mistake.

Monday, Jan. 10


Exhortation, tone, etc as usual.


Tuesday, Jan. 11


Two Exhortations repeated. Catechism.


Wednesday, Jan. 12


Recreation.


Thursday, Jan. 13


The Triduum of Recollection began (in preparation for which the points for meditation have been given in chapel since the Eve of Epiphany). Order -- 9 Consideration and preparation for confession; 9.30 beds; 9.40 manual works and free time; 10.30 studies; 11.30 free; 12 works; after dinner free time; 3 litanies; 3.15 works; 4.15 conference in Hall; 4.45 beads and free time; 5.30 spiritual reading; 6 Imitation; 6.10 points (in chapel), after which exposition of the B. S.; 6.30 meditation; 7.30 reflection; 7.40 supper and free time; 8.45 examen; 9 Benediction; 9.15 points and going to bed. The Rector spoke a few words to the scholastic novices and juniors in Hall at 9.


The Examen Generale and Bulls are read in English at 8 and 5.30 for half an hour to the laybrothers and some of the scholastic novices, the first from a M.S. and the others Bulls read off from the book.

Friday, Jan. 14


Times appointed for confessions -- 1 4 o’clock and again after the Conference till meditation. No abstinence of the Society.


Saturday, Jan. 15


Conference and “Spiritual Alms” asked at 9: no Conference in the evening -- the time free. Times appointed for confessions 9.30 to 11.30, 3.15 to 4, 5 to and 5 to 6, and some were heard later. No admonitions were given today or on Thursday.


Sunday, Jan. 16


Walk for High Mass after  Rodri
quez except for catechists. They followed the usual order till 11.32, when washing; examen 11.45; dinner 12. After dinner wine till they set out. There was wine after First Table also and no Second Table. Angelus at 7.40 instead of 7.45, and in future no difference is to be made for Benediction.


Catechism opened at Sunbury. Prizes given at Homer Row, Westminster, and Brentford.

Monday, Jan 17


Manifestations heard from after Exhortation till 11.30


Tuesday, Jan. 18


Manual works at 11.30 for those who did not catechise. Prizes given at Isleworth ^and Putney^ and to the girls at Fulham.


Wednesday, Jan. 19


Recreation. -- Four who are in weak health were moved into St. Joseph’s.


Thursday, Jan. 20


The order of the morning for these is rising and meditation half an hour later, the 7.30 mass, and reflection after mass: Rodriguez read during studies.


A quarter of an hour’s repetition in companies is to follow the Thursday catechism, which was begun today.


Friday, Jan. 21


Prizes given at Wandsworth and to the boys at Fulham. At Mortlake no prizes are given and at Richmond the catechists found the schools shut up. -- Walk for non-catechists at 11.30.


Saturday, Jan. 22


Confessions.


Sunday, Jan. 23 (Espousals of our Lady and St. Joseph)


Exhortation at 10. -- Dr. Fincham saw a number of the sick.


Monday, Jan. 23 24


Tuesday, Jan. 24 25


Br. G. Hopkins appointed catechist at Fulham in Fr. Wright’s place and Br. Gillet in his place at Isleworth: Br. Southern head of that mission.


Wednesday, Jan. 256


Recreation.


Thursday, Jan. 267


The last manifestations heard.


Friday, Jan. 28


Prizes given at Richmond.


Br. Ingledew left the noviceship.


Saturday, Jan. 29


Confessions.-- Br. Currde and Br. Ratcliff went to town in the morning.


Sunday, Jan. 30 (St. Martina)


Mass as usual offered for health of the community -- Br. Simmons went to town in the morning and did not catechise.


Monday, Jan. 31


The chapel swept between 12 and 1. This is to be done in future at ma indoor manual works on Monday and Thursday mornings.


Tuesday, Feb. 1


Br. Campbell catechist at Fulham in Br. Ingledew’s place. -- Confessions.


Wednesday, Feb. 2 (Candlemas)


Candles blessed before mass at 7.2[0]. Rodriguez 9, after which walk as soon as the rain allowed. Those who returned early took public recreation till examen and after that ^the time^ was free till dinner (long ^double^ tables) at 4. Beads to be said before dinner. After dinner recreation till A Kempis, 6.15. Benediction.


Thursday, Feb. 3


All duties half an hour later till breakfast. Rodriguez 9. -- Confessions ad libitum. Asking for little things.


Friday, Feb. 4


Communion in honour of the Sacred Heart. -- Custom book read.


Saturday, Feb. 5 (Japanese Martyrs)


Holy Communion. Confessions free.


Sunday, Feb. 6


Domestic exhortation at 10. -- The Brentford catechists to dine henceforth at the catechists’ dinner: they did so today. A seventh catechist appointed at Homer Row, Br. Campbell, but Br. Barker took his place today.


Br. Considine and Br. Strappini entered ^went into^ retreat in the evening.


Monday, Feb. 7


Chapel swept: this was not done last Thursday.


Tuesday, Feb. 8


No repetition: time free till 9.45; then beds. Custom-book read. 


Wednesday, Feb. 9


Recreation. -- Br. Macmullin and Br. Tempest went to the dentist.


Fr. Baron was brought to the house to be nursed, with his thigh broken by a fall fr. a railway carriage.


Thursday, Feb. 10


N Scholastic novices are sent to sit with Fr. Baron fr. 7.45 to breakfast time (Br. Ratcliff), fr. 12 to washing,
 from 4.30 to 5.30, from 5.30 to meditation, and (Br. Hopkins, who sleeps there) from 9 for the rest of the night. At other times Juniors, laybrothers, etc.

Friday, Feb. 11. (Blessed John de Britto)


Holy Communion. -- Two Exhortations repeated; then manual works and catechisms. -- Br. Barker appointed catechist at Richmond in Br. Considine’s place. -- Rodriguez 3.


Saturday, Feb. 12


Confessions free.


Sunday, Feb. 13 (Septuagesima)


Beds after Rodriguez.


Br. Clarke, Br. A. Marchant, and Br. Monk are appointed to attend wait on Fr. Baron in turn each for a day and other scholastic novices not in employed, except Br. Ratcliff (as above) to read Rodriguez: those who are off duty as far as possible fill the offices of those which may be held by those who are on.


Br. Campbell catechised at Homer Row: there are to be six catechists there (as today), not seven.


Monday, Feb. 14


Confessions free.


Tuesday, Feb. 15 (Blessed John Baptist Machado and his companions)


Holy Communion.


Br. Considine and Br. Strappini took their vows.


Wednesday, Feb. 16


Br. Macmullin went to town with Fr. Harper and Br. Considine, to see the dentist. Fr. Wright, Br. Southern, and Br. Simmons also went to town together to the optician’s.


Thursday, Feb. 17


Friday, Feb. 18


Rising half an hour later. Rodriguez at 3.


Fr. Wright and Br. Macmullin went to town to Dr. Fincham’s.

Prizes given at Mortlake.


Saturday, Feb. 19


Br. Macmullin appointed Porter.

� The first two lines of the log are written in the previous porter’s handwriting.


� An alternative spelling for ‘basin’ not found in the OED or in Chalmer’s.


� The sentence ‘Walk granted today at request of Bishop’ was added by someone else. 


� The phrase ‘(Two fr. the kitchen)’ was added by someone else.





� Br. Macmullin assumed responsibility for the daily log at this point; his notations were very much like GMH’s. On 25 February, for example, ‘F. Rector announced to the Brothers that in future a quarter of an hour of every walk, going to Catechism or elsewhere was to be employed in speaking Latin: & that all should endeavour to say something, on account of the great utility of being able to speak Latin in future years’. 





